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Forcing bulbs for Christmas

Few greenhouse tasks are as satisfying in November as planting bulbs for winter
flowering. With just a little care, you can fill your home and greenhouse with delicate
and fragrant flowers throughout the festive season.

Paperwhites (Narcissus papyraceus)

Paperwhites are one of the easiest and
most rewarding bulbs to force. Their pure
white flowers and gentle fragrance are a
welcome sight through the winter.

To plant, choose a decorative bowl or
pot, drainage not necessary but be
careful not to over water. Adding a layer
of grit may help if no drainage holes.

Fill it with bulb fibre, peat-free compost,
or even decorative gravel, and plant the
bulbs close together, leaving their tips
just above the surface. Water lightly,
keeping the compost just moist, and
place in a cool, bright position in your
greenhouse (around 10°C-15°C.)

Once the shoots are about 5cm tall, move
the pots somewhere warmer to
encourage flowering. They will typically
bloom within four to six weeks, meaning
bulbs planted in early November will be in
full display by Christmas.

For a continuous show through the
season, stagger plantings every couple of
weeks.

Tip: If paperwhites grow too tall and
become leggy, moving them to a slightly
cooler spot can help strengthen the
stems.

Amaryllis (Hippeastrum)

Amaryllis bring dramatic flair to the winter
greenhouse with its bold, trumpet-shaped
flowers.

Pot the bulb in a container only a few
centimetres wider than the bulb itself,
using bulb fibre or freedraining compost.
The top third of the bulb should remain
above the soil surface.
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Press in the compost tightly around the bulb so when you lift it, the bulb does not
come out of the compost after planting, water lightly until growth appears. Once
the flower stem begins to emerge, increase watering slightly, keeping the compost
evenly moist but never wet. Ideal growing temperatures are around 18—21°C.
Position in bright light and turn the pot occasionally to prevent leaning.

Amaryllis typically blooms six to eight
weeks after planting, so bulbs started
in mid-November will flower
beautifully in January... perfect for
banishing the post- Christmas lull.

Tip: After flowering, cut back the
spent stem but leave the leaves intact.
Continue watering and feeding
through spring to help the bulb store
energy for the next year’s display.

Hyacinths and other indoor bulbs

Fragrant hyacinths can also be started
now for late winter flowering. Choose
specially prepared bulbs for forcing
and plant them close together in
bowls or glasses with just their bases
touching the water or compost.

Keep them cool and dark for around
ten weeks until strong shoots appear,
then move them into the light to
trigger flowering. Tulips, crocus, and
muscari can be potted too — they’ll
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develop quietly in the cold until spring
warmth coaxes them into bloom.

Preparing for spring displays

While the greenhouse offers shelter for
winter bloomers, it’s also an excellent
place to prepare pots for spring. Most
hardy bulbs can be planted now and
kept either outdoors or in a cold frame.
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Layer larger bulbs like tulips at the base,
followed by daffodils and smaller bulbs
such as crocus or muscari near the top
for a long-lasting succession of colour.

Use a high-quality, free-draining compost,
water thoroughly after planting, and raise
pots slightly off the ground to avoid
waterlogging. Label your containers
clearly — come spring, you’ll be grateful
for the reminder of what’s inside.

A greenhouse to enjoy all winter

Your greenhouse doesn’t have to rest
through winter. A few bowls of flowering
bulbs, a cluster of potted evergreens, or a
string of soft lights can turn it into a
calm, seasonal retreat, a place to enjoy on
even the coldest days.

By planting now, you’ll enjoy a burst of
colour just when it’s needed most, and set
the tone for a bright and flourishing start
to the new year.

About the author

Michelle Jenkins of Florian’s Botanical is a Hampshire-based horticulturist known for
her creative approach to gardening. Trained with the Royal Horticultural Society and
experienced at Heckfield Place and West Green House, she is now restoring her
Victorian walled garden, centred around her Alitex greenhouse. Through Instagram
and YouTube, Michelle shares striking visuals and practical advice, showing how she
grows plants from seed to craft her inspiring garden designs.

Where to find out more

Instagram: @floriansbotanical
www.florians.co.uk

Michelle has also trialled a classic mound planting of muscari. Using a shallow dish, she has
piled up and shaped the compost into a neat mound, and then pressed the bulbs all over it —
a very classic Dutch way to display bulbs. Follow Michelle on insta to see how it grows and
turns out!
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